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hearing several witnesses. It seemed to us best to raise the matter at the highest level. We addressed a letter to the Chief Minister, asking for an authoritative appraisal. That appraisal lias been made and we are now told that it is possible to reduce 3,500 men in the State Police and that this will save Rs. 40 lakhs a year. By making adjustments, less petrol can be consumed and savings of another 5J lakhs effected, making a total of Rs. 45-J lakhs. A promise of a saving of Rs. 30 lakhs by the end of 1951-52, that is March 1952, on a further reduction of 2,500 in the State Police, has been made. No savings, however, are proposed in the cost of the borrowed Armed formations here on deputation. A deputation allowance of 50% over basic pay has to be given to these men, A hope is held out that, by March 1952, it will be possible to substitute for two of the borrowed units, battalions recruited from within the State. Then 20 lakhs more will be saved. A year after that, it is said, it may be possible to raise two more battalions and save another 20 lakhs. " In this way, ultimately,, we may be able to secure a total saving of about Rs. 100 lakhs per annum in the police budget."
We agree that, with the immediate reductions and those proposed in the near future, there will very probably not be much room for further saving in the State Police Force, which will immediately fall to 27,000 and finally to 24,000. We realise, that the taking over of the jagir and the Sarf-e-Khas areas has added to the responsibilities of the police, and that, when comparing the force with that which existed in 1355 F., account has also to be taken of the 4,000 Arabs, most of whom were employed on police duty, guarding treasuries, etc.
The general position, however, leaves much to be desired. Is this incubus of 12,000 men to continue for ever ? From the appreciation we have received, it would seem that Government do not see any hope of effecting any reduction in their numbers even by the end of 1958. Assuming that the same number of men must remain, it becomes all the more necessary to reduce expenditure on them immediately. This can be done by substituting men to whom the 50 per cent, deputation allowance and free travelling passes to their homes need apt be given. We would suggest that, instead of waiting for 2 years to train 2 battalions and saving Rs. 20 lakhs by the end of 1952, Government should immediately